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TAGS: PFOR, PINT, LA 

SUBJ: PGNU SPOKESMAN'S PRESS CONFERENCE - SEPTEMBER 18, 1975 

1. VISIT OF U.N. HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES: LAO 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNION (PGNU) SPOKES- 
MAN OUDAY SOUVANNAVONG OPENED HIS SEPT 18 PRESS CONFER- 
ENCE, WHICH DEALT WITH SEPT 17 CABINET MEETING, BY 
REPORTING ON VISIT TO LAOS OF UNHCR PRINCE SADRUDDIN 
AGA KHAN. ACCORDING TO OUDAY, THE UNHCR HAD DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH LAO OFFICIALS ON THE POSSIBLE REPATRIATION 
OF LAO REFUGEES IN THAILAND "WHO WERE FORCED TO LEAVE 
LAOS" OR WHO "LEFT UNDER THREAT" AFTER THE EVENTS OF 
MAY 1975. UNHCR ALSO DISCUSSED AID TO REFUGEES 
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PERSONS - WHO HAD ALREADY RETURNED TO THEIR VILLAGES OF 
ORIGIN IN LAOS OR WHO DID NOT WANT TO RETURN TO HOME 
VILLAGES BUT TO REMAIN WHERE THEY WERE. 

2. OUDAY EXPRESSED PGNU'S SATISFACTION AND JOY AT 
PRINCE SADRUDDIN'S VISIT. HE STATED: "THIS VISIT TAKES 
PLACE AT A PROPITIOUS MOMENT. WHEN THE QUESTION OF 
REFUGEES IS THE TOPIC OF THE DAY AND CONSTITUTES A VERY 
PRICKLY QUESTION. THE RESULTS OF THESE MEETING WILL 

BE PUBLISHED, I AM ABSOLUTELY SURE, IN A JOINT COMMUNI- 
QUE WHICH WILL BE ISSUED, I BELIEVE, BEFORE THE PRINCE’S 
DEPARTURE FROM LAOS." 

3. RIVER BOATS: THE CABINET DECIDED TO REACTIVATE THE 
PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION NETWORK ON THE MEKONG. PREVIOUSLY 
ONE COULD TRAVEL BY RIVER BOAT FROM BAN HOUEI SAI TO 
VIENTIANE AND FROM VIENTIANE TO PARSE. DURING "THE 
EVENTS" THE OPERATIONS OF THE COMPANY THAT RUNS THESE 
BOATS HAD BEEN SUSPENDED. NOW, HOWEVER, THE CABINET 

HAD CHARGED THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS WITH GETTING 
THE OPERATION GOING AGAIN. 

4. DAY-CARE CENTERS: OUDAY STATED THAT, AS EVERYONE 
KNEW, LAO WOMEN NOW HAVE THE RIGHT TO EQUALITY WITH 
MEN. THIS REMAKR DREW SNICKERS FROM THE ASSEMBLED 
PRESS CORPS. BUT OUDAY CONTINUED THAT SINCE WOMEN NOW 
CONTRIBUTE ENERGETICALLY TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
COUNTRY, IT WAS NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH DAY-CARE CENTERS 
FOR THEIR CHILDREN. CABINET HAD THEREFORE CHARGED MINIS- 
TRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH WITH ESTABLISHING AN EXPERIMENTAL 
CENTER FOR ITS EMPLOYEES. IF EXPERIMENT SUCCEEDED, 

CENTERS WOULD BE ESTABLISHED AT ALL OTHER MINISTRIES AND 
IN EVERY VILLAGE. 

5. ICC: ACCORDING TO SEPT 18 BULLETIN OF THE OFFICIAL 
LAO PRESSE, CABINET ON SEPT 17 ALSO DISCUSSED CONTINUED 
USEFULNESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION. LAO 
PRESSE ACCOUNT DOES NOT SAY WHAT CONCLUSIONS THE CABINET 
MIGHT HAVE REACHED BUT NOTES THAT ICC'S MISSION HAS BEEN 
CONSIDERABLY REDUCED BECAUSE OF "THE FAVORABLE EVOLUTION 
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OF THE SITUATION IN THE KINGDOM." 

6. COMMENT: FOR MANY IN VIENTIANE, INCLUDING FORUIN 
EMBASSIES, "THE TOPIC OF THE DAY" IN VIENTIANE IS NOT 
REFUGEES BUT THE CLOSURE OF ALL BANKS FOR PAST TEN DAYS 
(SEPTELS, NOTAL). HOWEVER, OUDAY VOLUNTEERED NOTHING ON THIS 
SUBJECT AND GOT NO QUESTIONS ABOUT IT. 

CORCORAN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPATRIATION, PRESS CONFERENCES, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 SEP 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975VIENTI05676 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750324-1071 
From: VIENTIANE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750933/aaaabdeb.tel 

Line Count: 115 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: RowellEO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 MAR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 MAR 2003 by MaustMC>; APPROVED <05 FEB 2004 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PGNU SPOKESMAN'S PRESS CONFERENCE - SEPTEMBER 18, 1975 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, LA, UNHCR, (SADRUDDIN AGA KHAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



